The Council met in regular session on Monday, September 8th, 2025 at 6:00pm in the Aurora Maintenance Shop. 
Mayor Jones called the meeting or order at 6:00pm and started with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  Kneip, Meyer, Price and Schuttloffel, 
Others present: Shannon Freng – Finance Officer, Shannon Stuefen – Maintenance Dept., Mike Ahartz Fire Chief, Scot Leddy – Banner Associates, Andrew Underwood – AEC, Vicky Knutson and a few others. 
M/S Meyer, Schuttloffel to approve agenda. 4-0 vote. Motion carried. 
Public Comment :  Steve Underwood states that he has concerns about parking on Rasmussen St. 
M/S Kneip, Price to approve August meeting minutes. 4-0 vote. Motion carried. 

M/S Schuttloffel, Meyer to approve Financial Report. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
M/S Kneip, Price to approve September bill listing. 4-0 vote. Motion carried.
3E Electrical Engineering $477.90 – electric supplies, Adapco $2,432.75 – mosquito spray, Allegra $226.11 – envelopes, American Playground & Rec $130.00 – playground equipment, Austreim Excavating $700.00 – grading gravel, Avid Hawk $49.00 – website, Banner Associates $11,496.55 – engineering fees, Brookings County Sheriff $1,640.00 – contract law, Brookings Municipal Utilities $13,467.30 – water purchase, Century Business Products $249.18 – printer fees, City of Aurora Utilities $927.17 – utilities, Cook’s Wastepaper $5,379.00 – garbage collection, Dakota Pump & Control $2,451.10 – service on lift stations, Delta Dental $64.10 – dental insurance, Department of Energy $4,541.10 – electric purchase, DGR & Associates $1,756.00 – electric engineering services, EFTPS $3,272.73 – withholdings, First Bank & Trust Visa $1,456.27 – f.d. and shop supplies, Heartland $49,617.04 – electric purchase & IRP loan payments, ITC $429.64 – phones & Internet, Lowes $119.85 – shop supplies, Maguire Iron $96,300.00 – water tower project, North Western Energy $82.97 – natural gas, Office Peeps $8.22 – office supplies, Riley Meyer $926.72 – wages,  Robert Charging $1,748.50 – wages, Runnings Supply $681.67 – shop supplies, Shannon Freng $3,962.09 – wages, Shannon Stuefen $3,786.98 – wages, South Dakota Association of Rural Water Systems $150.00 – service fee for lift station, South Dakota One Call $24.64 – utility locates, SDRS $1,151.30 – retirement, South Dakota State Treasurer $3,987.04 – tax, Wellmark $604.46 – health insurance, 
Scot Leddy with Banner Associates was present to give project updates. Scot discussed a storm water drainage study that the City is hoping to get completed and will be partially funded by grants. There was grass reseeding completed in the Right of Way areas affected during the phase II sewer project. Phase IIIA, the aeration system to the lagoon, is still scheduled to start this fall.  Water Tower project is scheduled to start around October 15th 2025.  Scot also talked about the General Engineering Services contract. There was a motion made by Kneip, Schuttloffel to approve Banner Associates as Aurora’s General Engineers. 4-0 vote.  Motion carried.
M/S Schuttloffel, Meyer to approve 2nd reading and adoption of Ordinance 357 – Change in Zoning for Lot 1 in Block 2 of Spilde Industrial Park Addition. 4-0 vote.  Carried. 

M/S Price, Kneip to approve 1st reading of Ordinance 358 – Weed Control/Mowing. The question was asked what the ordinance would allow the city to do that the present ordinance does not. Jones stated that Ordinance 358 will allow the city to start fining individuals who do not comply.  4-0 vote.  Carried.
M/S Kneip, Schuttloffel to approve 1st reading of Ordinance 359 – 2026 Appropriations. 4-0 vote.  Carried.
1st reading of Ordinance 360 – No Parking regulations. There was brief discussion on this ordinance.   M/S Schuttloffel, Price to approve 1st Reading. 4-0 vote.  Carried.
Vicky Knutson was present to express her concerns on surcharges. She is asking the council to not take out loans which would add more surcharges making utility bills unaffordable. Knutson suggested that the council find different ways to create revenue for projects. Mayor Jones explains that surcharges are required by the state for the projects we have done to upgrade and repair our infrastructure. Jon Pike is asking that the price of the upgrades be put on the developers. Price explained how prepayments on SRF loans work.  It was also stated that the City did receive grants and State Revolving Fund loans for these projects that require a surcharge. Vicky asked if the City would turn down a developer if it was going to cause more upgrades to the current infrastructure. 
A Data Program agreement with Heartland Energy was introduced and there was brief discussion on the agreement.  M/S Kneip, Schuttloffel to approve the agreement. 4-0 vote. Motion carried. 
Andrew Underwood with the Aurora Events Committee was present to announce that they have voted to disband. They will distribute the fundraiser funds equally between the Aurora Fire Association and the City of Aurora. The funds total $65,197.54. 
Fire Chief Mike Ahartz - fire department report. The fire dept. had 3 calls this last month. SDSU students will be doing a fire department building drawing. The department has mentioned a piece of land they could potentially build a smaller second building on the South side of the railroad tracks.  
Shannon Stuefen – Maintenance Report. Lift stations have had the annual maintenance done.    The south lift station in the Spilde 3rd Addition is up and running.                         
M/S Price, Meyer to adjourn. 4-0 vote. Motion carried. 

